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Lesson 5.—Christian Worship and Fellowship. 


Acts 2:46, 47; Colossians 3:12-17; 
Hebrews 10:23-25. 


Notes on Open Letters: 
“Terror Over Yugoslavia”—A Cor- 
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For Family Worship. By Ernest M. Wads- 
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Kept in Peace 


By Ida A. Guirey 
Isaiah 26:3; John 16:33 


EPT in peace when all around 
Is turmoil, strife, and noise; 
Perfect peace—the heart at rest, 
With confidence and poise. 


Peace that our Saviour made for us 
Through the blood of His cross, 

Peace with God when sin is gone 
And the heart cleansed of dross. 


Peace always and by all means, 
In sickness and in health, 

The everlasting peace of God— 
That’s more to us than wealth. 


Though destruction layeth waste, 
Wars rage, and fears increase, 

Trusting hearts their refuge know— 
In Jesus we have peace. 


Love, the Wellspring of Service 


If Christian work becomes hard, 
and nothing but drudgery and duty, 
then it is time to stop and examine our 
hearts. It is probable that we are not 
filled with the Spirit, that we have 
ceased to walk by faith and are trying 
to walk by sight, that we have dropped 
down from the plane of trusting to try- 
ing in our own strength. One of the 
finest books ever wiitten on the victori- 
ous life is “The Law of Liberty in the 
Spiritual Life,”1 by Evan H, Hopkins. 
Mr. Hopkins was for forty years one 
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of the leaders of the Keswick Conven- 
tion in England. His béok is Scriptural, 
sane, and practical, and actually helps 
the reader to know how to come out of 
a life of defeat and bondage to one of 
joy and peace and power. In his chap- 
ter on “Liberty,” he writes of a man 
who has yielded himself to the Holy 
Spirit and whose heart is filled with di- 
vine love: “He begins to like what God 
commands; and it is never hard to do 
what one likes. Then he finds the truth, 
in his own experience, of those words, 
‘His commandments are not grievous.’ 
Here, then, lies the secret of liberty and 
delight in the service of the Lord, Seek 
to grasp the glorious fact that you may 
have Christ as divine love filling your 
soul. Just as the alabaster box was in 
the house, and its presence may not 
have been known, so Christ has been a 
long time with many of His disciples, 
and they have not known. Him; that is, 
they have been comparatively ignorant 
of His glorious fullness. But no sooner 
was the box broken, and the ointment 
shed abroad, than the odour filled the 
house. So, when the love of God is 
poured forth by the Holy Ghost—when 
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the infinite treasures of divine love 
stored up in Christ are disclosed, re- 
vealed iw us, shed abroad in our hearts 
by the Holy Ghost—their subduing, lib- 
erating, and transforming influences, be- 
gin at once to be seen and felt. Their 
cleansing and purifying effect on our 
thoughts and desires are realized. We 
begim to learn then what our blessed 
Lord meant when He said, ‘Blessed are 
the pure in heart, for they shall see 
God’ . . . It is not by straining and 
struggling that this blessed condition is 
brought about; it comes by a very real 
dedication of ourselves to God for this 
very purpose, and with this as the spe- 
cial end and aim in view. Just lie 
quietly before Him. Open all the ave- 
nues of your being, and let Him come 
in and take possession of every cham- 
ber. Especially give Him your heart— 
the very seat of your desires, the throne 
of your affections. Yield all up to Him, 
and the Lord will enter, bringing with 
Him all the riches of His grace and 
glory, turning your life:of duty into a 
life of liberty and love.” 





1The Sunday School Company, 325 
N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5; $1.50. 
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Can Revival Come to America Today? 


By George T. B. Davis 


has opened the windows of Heaven 

and brought to pass glorious revi- 
vals, which have led multitudes to 
Christ, and have changed the course of 
history. D’Aubigné in his “History of 
the Reformation” said that Martin 
Luther’s prayers were the heart of the 
awakening that transformed Europe. 
That mighty reformation brought back 
spiritual and intellectual light to Europe, 
and ended the Dark Ages. 

Later on, in London, it was thoSe all- 
night prayer meetings led by Wesley, 
Whitefield, and others that again opened 
the windows of Heaven and brought to 
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Comfort for Dark Days 


“Many are the afflictions of the 
righteous: but the Lord delivereth 
him out of them all” (Psa. 34:19). 





















pass the revival that changed the course 
of history in Great Britain. France did 
not experience revival, and was deluged 
by bloody revolution. 

In the United States, before the Revo- 
lutionary War, the prayers of Jonathan 
Edwards and others, combined with their 
Spirit-filled preaching, brought about the 
revival that swept through many places 
in New England and across the Atlantic 
Ocean. Later, it was prayer. that led 
Charles G. Finney to the Lord, and 
prayer that empowered his preaching. 
While Finney preached in Rochester, 
N. Y., Abel Cleary, a mighty man of 
prayer, remained in his room and ago- 
nized in prayer for the salvation of souls. 
Almost every lawyer in Rochester was 
converted, and revival fires swept 
through the district, 

Then followed the great awakening of 
1857 which swept across America like a 
gale from Heaven. In this revival there 
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was little reaching. It was through the 
prayer meetings that multitudes were led 
to the Lord. Thousands of people gath- 
ered for prayer at noontime in New 
York, Philadelphia, Chicago, and other 
cities. Like lightning the revival spread 
from city to city. Some of the New York 
papers brought out special revival edi- 
tions. Dr. Frank Beardsley in his “His- 
tory of American Revivals” says: 
“Startling headlines called the attention 
of the public to the latest revival news 
of the day. For the time being, criminal 
trials and politics were overshadowed by 
the remarkable awakening. When the 
revival was at its height, it is estimated 
that 50,000 persons were converted 
weekly; and as the revival lasted for 
more than a year, the sum total of con- 
versions reached a figure that is enor- 
mous.” 

Charles G. Finney played an active 
part in the revival, but he said it was 
prayer that was the keynote of the 
awakening. He said: “There was such 
a general confidence in the prevailing 
power of prayer that the people seemed 
to prefer meetings for prayer to meetings 
for preaching. The answers to prayer 
were constant, and so striking as to arrest 
the attention of the people generally 
throughout the land. The windows of 
Heaven were opened and the Spirit of 
God poured out like a flood.” 

It was prayer and a great outpouring 
of-the Holy Spirit that brought to pass 
the mighty work of Moody and Sankey, 
both in this country and in Great Britain. 
They ‘held revival meetings with marvel- 
ous blessing in the British Isles and then 
conducted a four months’ evangelistic 
campaign in London, and the city was 
mightily moved ky the Spirit of God. 
The Moody and Sankey meetings in 
Great Britain were attended by some 
2,500,000 people, and multitudes were 
born again into the Kingdom of God. 
The revival meetings under Moddy and 
Sankey led tothe greatest spiritual 
awakening Great Britain had experi- 
enced since the days of Wesley and 
Whitefield. 

Again it was prayer, half a century 
ago, that send Dr. R. A. Torrey and Mr. 
Charles M. Alexander around the world 
preaching the Gospel. In their meetings 
in Australia, Great Britain, and America 
multitudes were led to Christ. It is es- 
timated that during their world revival 
tour. some 100,000 persons confessed 
Christ as their personal Saviour, and the 
“Glory Song” swept round the world. 

And who can estimate the influence of 
Billy Sunday and his revival meetings in 
uplifting the spiritual life of our land? 
He would not hold a campaign in a city 
until there was a great volume of be- 
lieving prayer. interceding for the salva- 
tion of souls. The Spirit of God was 
present in wondrous power in his meet- 
ings: Hundreds of thousands went for- 
ward to confess Christ as their personal 
Saviour. And many of those who were 
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saved in the Billy Sunday meetings be- 
came valiant soul-winners. 

The power of intercessory prayer was 
demonstrated once more, in a most re- 
markable manner, in the recent revival 
campaign conducted by Billy Graham 
and his associates in London. The cam- 
paign lasted nearly three months. The 
crusade was preceded by great numbers 
of cottage prayer meetings, and during 
the campaign there were not a few all- 
night gatherings for intercession. The 
crusade meetings were held in the Har- 
ringay Arena, seating 12,000 people. In 
spite of weather that was sometimes un- 
favorable, the great auditorium was filled 
night after night. The Spirit of God was 
present in mighty convicting power. At 
the close of his Gospel message Billy 
Graham would quietly give an invitation 
to the unsaved to accept Christ as their 
personal Saviour. The choir would sing 
softly, “Just as I am, without one plea.” 
And night after night, in response to the 
invitation, hundreds of men and women 
and young people would walk quietly 
down to the front to accept Christ. At 
the close of the campaign some 36,000 
persons had come forward to receive 
Christ as their personal Saviour! 

But the revival meetings in London 
were by no means confined to the Har- 
ringay Arena. Great numbers of meet- 
ings were held in shops and factories and 
schools and in the open air. During the 
meetings Billy Graham paid a visit to the 
historic University of Cambridge. Of the 
7,000 students in the University about 
3,500, attended his Gospel meeting., When 
the invitation was given a remarkable 
scene was witnessed. Three hundred of 
those present went forward to confess 
Christ as their personal Saviour. Who 
can estimate the marvelous results that 
may come to pass in future days from the 
lives of these students? 

The final meetings of the campaign 
were held in two of England’s largest 
open-air stadiums. The first meeting was 
held in mid-afternoon at the White City 
Stadium, seating 67,000, and every Seat 
was taken. When Billy Graham gave the 
invitation, from all parts ofthe great 
stadium people arose from their seats 
and made their way down to the plat- 
form. A total of 2,600 people openly con- 
fessed Christ. It was a scene to be wit- 
nessed only once in a lifetime. 

At the close of this meeting an escort 
of motorcycles, sounding” their sirens, 
rushed the party to the Wembley Sta- 
dium four miles away, where a second 
great open-air meeting was held at six 
o’clock. Forty special trains had brought 
people to the great Wembley meeting 
from all parts of Britain. The streets 
were choked with motor cars, buses, 
and all sorts of vehicles. The congestion 
was so great that people had to walk the 
last three miles from the parking places 
to the stadium. 

The Wembley Stadium has a seating 
capacity of 100,000. Every seat was taken 
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and another 20,000 people overflowed 
to the gturf around the stadium and 
stood during the 90 minutes of the meet- 
ing. The Archbishop of Canterbury was. 
present and pronounced the blessing. 
At the close of Billy Graham’s message, 
when the invitation was given, another 
marvelous scene was witnessed. More 
than 3,000 people went forward to accept 
Christ as their Saviour! 

This vast number of more than 5,000 
people who confessed Christ as their 
Saviour in a single day was not due alone 
to Billy Graham’s preaching. It was the 
mighty work of the Spirit of God in re- 
sponse to the earnest prayers of hundreds 
of thousands of people in Great Britain, 
Europe, America, Australia, India, Korea, 
and other lands. It was indeed a fresh 
demonstration that God hears and an- 
Swers prayer today just as truly as in 
days gone by. 

Let us look again at the revival of 1800 
in America and ask ourselves how we 
can have another mighty spiritual 


(Continued on page 606) 








Notes on Open Letters 


“Terror Over Yugoslavia” 
—A Correction 
THE Sunpay ScnHoot Trmes of April 
24, 1954, page 351, says the book en- 
titled “Terror Over Yugoslavia,” by 
Avro Manhattan, “may be obtained 
from the Saunders Press, Claremont, 
Calif., $2.35.” I sent this concern my 
order and check for a copy, but they 
were returned and on the bottom of 
the order was stamped, “We are sorry 
to report that the item on this order 
is not one of our publications.” 
Can you suggest any other place 
where I may obtain a copy?—An Ala- 
bama reader. 


The Editors regret that the name and 
address of the publisher, as given above, 
were mistaken, because of inadequate in- 
formation in one of the book catalogues. 
The book may soon be obtained from 
S. J. Reginald Saunders & Co., Ltd., 84- 
86 Wellington St., W., Toronto, Can., at 
the Canadian price of $2.35. The most 
convenient way to remit is by U. S. 
Postal Money Order. (The book is tem- 
porarily out of stock, but is on order 
from England.) 

“Terror Over Yugoslavia,” by Avro 
Manhattan, tells substantially the same 
story of atrocious Roman Catholic perse- 
cution which Mr. Gordon reported in 
two editorials last year (June 13 and 20, 
1953), under the title “Assassins in the 
Name of God.” His articles were based 
on a book written in French. Mr. Gor- 
don considers Avro Manhattan “a very 
responsible and able reporter of Roman 
Catholic operations.” (The English pub- 
lisher is C, A. Watts and Company, Ltd., 
5 Johnson’s Ct., Fleet St., London, E.C.4, 
Eng.) 
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lll. D. L. Moody, the Practical Personal Worker 


The man who resolved that he would try to win 
at least one person every day 


closing nineteenth century saw 
the death of one of its greatest men. 
Dwight Lyman Moody, born in 
1837, mighty worker for Christ, went 
to be with his Lord on December 22, 
1899. From the life of this humble man 
rivers of living water had streamed out 
to bless America, Great Britain, and the 
world. 

Acclaimed by many as the leading 
platform evangelist of the century, ré- 
nowned as the founder of Christian in- 
stitutions, prominent as a Sunday school 
and Y.M.C.A. worker, D. L. Moody also 
held highest place as a personal soul- 
winner. He wrote no books on personal 
evangelism, and no one has ever written 
a first-rate article on his personal work, 
but numerous references in the D. L. 
Moody literature prove that he was a 
practical and persistent personal evange- 
list and that he inspired many others 
to seek to win the lost. That he gave top 
priority to personal soul-winning as a 
Christian responsibility there can be on 
doubt. 


His Own Conversion 

Moody owed his own conversion :to 
personal work. His Boston Sunday 
school teacher, Edward Kimball, tells 
the well-known story this way: 

“I determined to speak to him about 
Christ and about His soul, and started 
down to Holton’s shoe store. When I 
was nearly there I began to wonder 
whether I ought to go in just then dur- 
ing business hours. I thought that pos- 
sibly my call might embarrass the boy, 
and that when I went away the other 
clerks would ask who I was, and taunt 
him with my efforts in trying to make 
him a good boy. In the meantime I had 
passed the store, and, discovering this, 
I determined to make a dash for it and 
have it over at once. I found Moody in 
the back part of the building wrapping 
up shoes. I went up to him at once, 
and putting my hand on his shoulder, 
I made what I afterwards felt was a 
very weak plea for Christ. I don’t know 
just what words I used, nor could Mr. 
Moody tell, I simply told him of Christ’s 
love for him and the love Christ wanted 
in return. That was all there was. It 
seemed the young man was just ready 
for the light that then broke upon him, 
and there, in the back of that store in 
Boston, he gave himself and his life 
to Christ.” 1 

Coming to Chicago in 1856 to seek his 
fortune, young Moody ,immediately en- 


listed in Christian work. He hired a 
pew in Plymouth Congregational Church 
and went out into the boarding houses 
and streets to round up young men to 


While speaking in the Second Pres- 
byterian Church, Cleveland, in the 
spring of 1873, D. L. Moody told how 
Henry Varley had said to him the 
year before in a Dublin haymow: 
“*The world has yet to see what God 
can do with and for and through 
and in a man who is fully and wholly 
consecrated to Him.’ Ah, friends, 
that was the word of God to my soul! 
The world has yet to see! With and 
for and through and in! A man! 
' Varley meant any man! Varley 
didn’t say he had to be educated, 
or brilliant, or anything else! Just, 
a mag! Well, with the Holy Spirit 
in me, I'll be one of those men! And 
now that’s why I want to dream 
great things for God; to get back to 
Great Britain and win ten thousand 
souls!” (From “A Christian in Big 
Business—the Life Story of Henry 
Parsons Crowell,” Moody Press, third 
edition, Jan., 1954.) 
was young Henry P. Crowell, who 
later became chairman of the board 
of the Moody Bible Institute and one 
of its greatest benefactors, and who 
then and there resolved: “Oh, God, 
if you will allow me to make money 
to be used in your service I will keep 
my name out of it so you will have 
the glory.” The influence of D. L. 
Moody’s ministry is incalculable, and 
is still going on powerfully today. 
Dr. Whitesell, in his series of six 
articles ,on. pesonal workers, ‘here 
gives glimpses of the great evange- 
list as an individual winner of souls. 








fill it. Soon he started his own Sunday 
school for neglected children. By pér- 
sonal visitation and invitation he built 
up his Sunday school in a few years to 
one of the largest in the country. But 
his personal work in these years was 
not directly aimed at winning souls to 
Christ. 

He received the vision of personal 
soul-winning from an experience with 
one of his Sunday school teachers. 
Moody relates the story in these words: 

“T have had another hemorrhage 
from the lungs. The doctor says I can- 
not live on Lake Michigan, so I am go- 
ing back to New York State. I suppose 
I am going to die.’ 

“He seemed greatly troubled, and 
when I asked the reason he replied: 

“‘*Well, I have never led any of my 
class to Christ. I really believe I have 
done the girls more harm than good.’ 

“I had never heard anyone talk like 
that before, and it set me thinking. 





In that meeting — 


By FARIS D. WHITESELL, D.D. 


“After a while I said: ‘Suppose you 
go and tell them how you feel. I will 
go with you in a carriage, if you want 
to go.’ ; 

“He consented, and we. started out 
together. It was one of the best journéys 
I ever had on earth. We went to the 
house of one of the girls, called forsher, 
and the teacher talked to her about her 
soul. There was ho laughing then. 
Tears stood in her eyes before long. 
After he had explained the way of life, 
he suggested that we have a word of 
prayer. He asked me to pray. True, 
I had never done such a thing in my 
life as to pray God to convert a young 
lady there and then. But we prayed, 
and God answered our prayer. 

“We went to other houses. He would 
go upstairs and be all out of breath, and 
he would tell the girls what he had 
come for. It wasn’t long before they 
broke down and sought for salvation. 

“When his strength gave out I took 
him back to his lodgings. The next day 
we went out again. At the end of ten 
days he came to the store with his face 
literally shining. 

“‘Mr. Moody,’ he said, ‘the last one 
of my class has yielded herself to Christ.’ _ 

“I tell you we had a time of rejoicing. 

“He had to leave the next night, so I 
called his class together that night for 
a prayer meeting, and there God kin- 
dled a fire in my soul that has never 
gone out. The height of my ambition 
had been.to be a successful merchant, 
and if I had known that meeting was . 
going to take that ambition out of mé, 
I might not have gone. But how many 
times I have thanked God since for that 
meeting!” 2 
Out After Individuals for Christ 

This experience took place in 1860. 
From that time onward Moody was an 
active personal worker. Whether he was 
working for the Lord in his Sunday 
school, the Y.M.C.A., the Civil War army 
camps, or in’ mass evangelism, he was 
out after individuals for Christ. He 
would not wait for opportunities to be 
made for @eeking to bring men to Christ, 
but would make them himself, He re- 
solved that he would try to win at least 
one person every day. If he forgot, he 
would even get out of bed and go out 
into the streets and find ‘someone to 
talk to about Christ. He was direct 
and practical in his approaches. 

Moody’s Christian life deepened as 
the years went by. “While in England 
in 1867, he was challenged by these 
words: “The world has yet to see what 
God will do with and for and, through 
and in and by the man who is fully 
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‘and wholly consecrated to Him.” And 
‘Moody responded, “I will try my utmost 
to be that man.” In 1871, as he was seek- 
ing a deeper work of the Holy Spirit 
in his life, God met him on the streets 
of New York City and gave him a pow- 
erful filling of the Spirit. Such expe- 
riences as these made his soul-winning 
efforts more fruitful and fragrant. 

The year 1872 found Moody in England, 
where his great work in mass evange- 
lism began, From then on to the end 
of his life, he was in evangelistic labors 
abundant both in America and Great 
Britain. One writer reports: 

» “It is said that in holding special meet- 

ings for the conversion of his fellow 
men, Mr. Moody has traveled over 
1,000,000 miles, has addressed over 100,- 
000,000: persons—25,000,000 of whom were 
young people—arid has dealt personally 
with nearly 750,000 individuals.” 3 

Moody brought the inquiry room into 
prominence. From the time that the 
1871 Chicago fire scattered one of his ' 
Sunday night audiences beyond possi- 
bility of regathering, he laid great'stress 
on the after-meeting. The purpose was 
to get the seekers apart from the gen- 
eral audience and deal with them per- 
sonally so as to bring them to an imme- 
diate decision. Moody was an expert 
’ in dealing with inquirers in these after- 
meetings. He often stayed longer and 
worked harder there than he had in 
the preceding main meeting. 

Another important aspect of Mr. 

Moody’s contribution to personal evange- 
lism was his continuous effort to enlist 
others in this work. He found too few 
Christians qualified té work in the in- 
quiry room. In 1889 he founded the 
Moody Bible Institute in Chicago, one 
major purpose of which was to train 
,Christians in practical methods of soul- 
winning. Personal evangelism had an im- 
portant place in the curriculum and in 
the field work of the students. 
, D. L. Moody recognized that no two 
persons were exactly alike and that it 
was impossible to lay down hard and 
fast rules for .dealing with inquirers. 
But he did practice and teach some 
general principles. A few of them are 
included in the following quotation 
from Mr. Moody: ‘ 

“Always use your Bible in personal 
dealing. Do not trust to memory, but 
make the person read the vege for him- 
self. Do not use printed slips or books. 
Hence, if convenient, always carry a 
Bible or a New Testament with you. 

“It is a good thing to get a man on 
his knees, but don’t get him there before 
he is ready. You may have to talk to 
him two hours before you can get him 
that far along.... 

“Sometimes a few minutes in prayer 
have done more for g man than two 
hours in talk. When the Spirit*of God 
has led him so»far that he is willing 
to have you pray with him, he is not 
very far from the Kingdgm. Ask him 
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to pray for himself. If he doesn’t want 
to pray, let him use a Bible prayer;. get 
him to repeat, for example, ‘Lord, help 
me!’ Tell the man, ‘If the Lord helped 
that poor woman, He will help you if 
you make the same prayer. He will 
give you a new heart if you pray from 
the heart.’ Don’t send a man home to 
pray. Of course he should pray at home, 
but I would rather get his lips open at 
once. It is a good thing for a man to 
hear his own voice in prayer. It is a 
good thing for him to cry out, ‘God be 
merciful to me, a sinner!’ 

“Urge an immediate decision, but 
never tell a man he is converted. Never 
tell him he is saved. Let the Holy Spirit 
reveal that to him... . 

“Always be prepared to do personal 
work. ... 

“Do the work boldly. Don’t take those 
in a position in life above your own, 
but, as a rule, take those on the same 
footing. Don’t deal with a person of 
opposite sex if it can be otherwise ar- 
ranged. Bend all your endeavors to 
answer for poor, struggling souls that 
question of such importance to them, 
‘What must I do to be saved?’” 4 


In one of his Northfield Conference 


talks on personal work, Mr. Moody ad- 
vised dividing inquirers into classes, e.g., 
those lacking assurance of salvation, 
backsliders, persons not convicted, the 
penitent, those who say they could not 
hold out, those who feel too weak, etc.5 

Regarding backsliders, he said: 

“One backslider will do more harm 
than twenty Christian men can do good, 
. . . Now, in dealing with backsliders, I 
use Jeremiah more than any other book 
of, the Bible. Some use only the New 
Testament, but I want the Old Testament 
as well as the New. It seems as if the 
whole Book of Jeremiah was written for 
backsliders.” 

When dealing with persons not under 
conviction, Mr. Moody said: 

: “We are to sow beside all waters. But 
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in dealing with these men in the in- 
quiry room, it is a great mistake to give 
certain passages to a man who has not 
been convicted of sin that were never 
meant for him. The law is what the 
man wants. It is no use talking peaceful 
words when he doesn’t know there is 
war; no use offering medicine when he 
doesn’t know he is sick.”7 


In answer to the question, “Is it pos- 
sible for a man who has been convinced 
by the Holy Spirit to keep some sins?” 
he replied: 

“If he doesn’t know they are sins, yes. 
But the next thing will be, the Holy 
Spirit will show him that they are sins. 
His conscience will become quickened, 
and he will get light. . . . The first thing 
the Spirit of God does is to let a man 
know that he is a sinner. If the Spirit 
has taken up His abode in his heart, he 
sees what an awful thing sin is—loathes 
it, hates it. Then he is ready to preach 
the Gospel of Christ who came to put 
away sin.” 8 - ' 

Thus, with practical common sense, 
with spiritual intuition, and with un- 
flagging zeal, D. L. Moody was always 
trying to win someone to Christ, and to 
stir up others to do the same. 

FooTNOTES 
(All of the following books are, out 


of print.) 

1William R. Moody, “The Life of D. L. 
Moody, by His Son” (New York: Fleming H. 
Revell Co., 1900), p. 41. 

2“The Life of D. L. Moody by His Son,” 
pp. 64, 65. 

8 George T. B. Davis, “Dwight L. Moody, 
the Man and His Mission” (copyright, 1900, 
by K. T. Boland), p. 119. 

* “The Life of D. L. Moody by His Son,” pp. 
490, 491. 

ST. J. Shanks, “D. L. Moody at Home” 
(New York: Fleming H. Revell Co., 1886), 
pp. 44-61. 

¢“D. L. Moody at Home,” pp. 44, 45. 

7™“D. L. Moody at Home,” p. 49. 

8“D. L. Moody at Home.” p. 54, 


(To be continued) 


XVII. The Mysterious Mark of the Beast 


Can we know what it means and who will receive it? 


N THE preceding article, which dealt 

with the first part of Revelation 13, 
John records that he saw a fearsome 
Beast that we identified as the revived 
Roman Empire. As we continue in 
chapter 13, the Seer beholds another 
Beast, this one coming up out of- the 
earth. Much discussion has centered 
around these two beasts, and many 
varied interpretations have been given 
by prophetic students. Between the two 
beasts, not only in this chapter but in 
many other references, one cannot help 
but note a strong similarity, a very close 
resemblance. It is this close similarity 
that has led many to claim that they are 
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one and the same person or system rep- 
resented by different symbolic char- 
acters. 

Some have maintained that the first 
beast is the personal Antichrist, and 
there can be no doubt that many of the 
things spoken of him, both in the Old 
and in the New Testament, seem to vin- 
dicate this view held by so mgny es- 
teemed expositors and careful prophetic 
students. However, a close and careful 
study of the chapter and of the events 
related ‘to these two Beasts and that 
follow their work and end has led this 
writer to believe that, though the first 
Beast is greater than the second in power 
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and resources, nevertheless the second is 
the personal Antichrist, or the counter- 
feit Messiah. The first comes up out of 
the sea of the restless Gentile nations. 
The second comes up in the land of 
Palestine. The first is the Roman 
“prince” (Dan. 9:26, 27). The second 
is an apostate Jew. The first is a polit- 
ical power, operating in the political 


realm. The second is a religious power, . 


working as such in co-ordination and 
assisted by the resources of the first 
Beast to this end. The first is a false 
king, the second is a False Propkst. The 
first will sit on the throne of the Caesars 
in the city of Rome, his metropolis. The 
second will sit on the throne of David, 
usurping our Lord’s legal claim, in the 
city of Jerusalem. The first will work 
no miracles. The second Beast will, The 
first will be wounded, the second will 
bear no wounds. The first has ten horns. 
The second has only two horns. The 
first will mark no man. The-second will 
mark every man. The first will make 
no image, but the second Beast will make 
an image of the first Beast: The first 
will have a time limit, the second will 
have none. The first has characteristics 
of three ferocious wild beasts of the 
jungle, the second has horns like a gen- 
tle lamb of the fold. 


The Great Counterfeit 


This second Beast will be thé greatest 
counterfeit that has ever appeared on 
the stage of time. His greatest act of 
deception will be the impersonation of 
Jesus our Lord. He will manifest him- 
self to Israel as their long-promised 
King Priest, foretold so often in their 
sacred Scriptures as the coming One 
after the order of Melchisedec. He has 
horns “like” a lamb. He is not a real 
lamb, but a miserable imposter. This 
marks him as a master deceiver who is 
counterfeiting the Lamb of God who took 
away the sin of the world. 

The Jews looked forward to the com- 
ing Messiah as a King Priest. This great 
imposter will imitate both of these of- 
fices. Behind him is the Devil who ever 
since man fell has sought to counterfeit 
all that God has ever brought into this 
world; every institution, no matter how 
high and noble, this wicked deceiver has 
ruined. 

In this coming scarlet age when these 
two wild Beasts are operating together 
in their respective spheres, Satan will 
by these means counterfeit the blessed 
Trinity by bringing a false trinity, com- 
poséd of himself—the Dragon, the first 
Beast which is the head of the scarlet 
empire and the second Beast, the per- 
sonal Antichrist. These three will form 
the dreadful trinity of the Devil. 

The Dragon will have in this, the per- 
sonal Antichrist, the greatest mouth- 
piece he has ever had. The Gospel of 
John is very emphatic in stating that 
our Lord when on earth was the very 
mouthpiece of God His Father. This was 
so often asserted in the ministry of our 
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Lord, and it was this that caused such 
great resentment to His enemies. Here 
this wicked Beast attempts to counter- 
feit the ministry of our blessed Lord. 

In like manner this denizen of the pit 
outwardly appears as a lamb, while in- 
wardly he is the wolf. Yet he has only 
to speak and his voice betrays his de- 
ception, and men hear his master’s voice 
because it is the voice.of the Dragon. 
Not only will this agent of Satan use 
his powers to deceive, but he will cause 
an image to be made such as men have 
never witnessed before. This will be 
the Devil’s masterpiece; he is playing 
his last cards and he can see he is to 
lose the game. The image will be given 
life. By strange and delegated power, 
this mysterious agent of the Dragon im- 
parts life to the image. 

There are two great things that lie on 
the surface of this thirteenth chapter— 
the dominion of the world, and the wor- 
ship of Satan by all mankind. The first 
the Devil will produce by the rise of 
‘the revived Roman Empire. The sec- 
ond will be obtained through his two 
confederates in crime. Through the first 
Beast, the Dragon is universally wor- 
shiped. Through the second Beast, the 
first Beast is worshiped. The convinc- 
ing proof of his messiahship will be the 
miraculous powers that will startle all 
mankind, such as the calling down of 
fire from Heaven. 

The world is the same today. Men 
would sooner have exhibitions of God’s 
power in the realm of the miraculous 
than the exhibitions of God’s matchless 
and sovereign grace. They would sooner 
have healing of the body than be healed 
in soul from all sin’s terrible diseases. 
The world of the Antichrist will find 
millions of willing dupes just as the 
Devil finds them today, eager for false- 
hood but not for the truth, anxious for 
new fangled theologies but not for the 
old-fashioned doctrines of the Christian 
faith. 

The Antichrist will cause a mark to 
be branded on every brow or on every 
right hand. Those who will not con- 





N EXCELLENT chart depict- 

ing the various dispensations in 
“The Course of Time from Eternity 
to Eternity” has been prepared by 
A, E. Booth, and will be found es- 
pecially helpful in reading and 
studying Mr. Ainslie’s series of 
articles, “The Dawn of the Scarlet 
Age.” The chart is in color, on 
good paper, measuring 33x13 inches, 
and is accompanied by a 34-page 
“key” by the same author. 

Both the chart and key may 
be had for $1, postpaid, per set. 
Just address The Sunday School 
Times Company, 325 North 13th St., 
Philadelphia 5, and ask for the 
“Course of Time” chart. 
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form to this cruel edict will not be 
allowed to buy or sell or trade in any 
way. This mark of the Beast has per- 
haps been the subject of more specula- 
tion than any other subject ofthe Bible. 
There are many things about this mark 
that are not revealed, but sufficient in- 
formation is given to satisfy our need, 
without the senseless speculation or the 
going beyond what is written. 

It will be a mark of idolatry. The 
curse of all ages has been idolatry. In 
every land it is in the ascendancy. Most 
heathen religions are essentially Devil 
worship, and even modern cults and isms 
have openly «worshiped the Dragon, 

It will be a mark of deception, The 
miracles as performed by the Antichrist 
will have as their object, not the good 
of mankind, not the betterment of so- 
ciety, not the advancement of truth, but 
the wicked deceitfulness of sin, the ab- 
solute ruin of man, and the total per- 
dition of the whole human race. 

It will be the mark of/ ownership. 
Men will yield their bodies, souls, and 
spirits to the Devil. Surrendering the 
useful hand, the noble brow, they will 
lay their all on the Dragon's altar, yield- 
ing to him. 

It will be the mark of religion, Man 
is constituted a religious being. Find 
him wherever you will, he worships 
somie being he calls god. The Devil 
knows man’s weakness, and he is going 
to make use of this for his own sinful 
purposes. This will be his supreme op- 
portunity, and he will introduce a sys- 
tem by which he eventually will entrap 
the whole world into one great religious 
camp in which every heart adores him 
as its god. ‘ 


Accept the Mark—or Die 


It will be the mark of compulsion. 
Under the threat of boycott and death, 
without a.vote, without a choice, no 
longer treated as a moral agent, but as 
slaves of this great Dragon system, men 
will have no other alternative but to 
meekly submit. To do otherwise will 
be fatal. 

It will be the mark of commercial 
dealing. Commercialism is the god of 
the human heart. Here no card of mem- 
bership need be’ shown, no awkward 
system of colored cards, no laborious 
punching of any tickets. All the victim 
has to do to satisfy the merchant is to 
show his hand or his brow and the 
coveted goods belong to him. Regimen- 
tation here will be perfected. 

It will be a mark of defiance of God. 
The cartoons of Russian Communism de- 
picted a young boy “shaking his fist in 
the face of God Almighty. Now in these 
days it will not be done’in one land, 
but in all lands. Everywhere there 
exists this blatant spirit, ‘arrogant, 
challenging, and hurling defiaf§te against 
a loving God who gave His only Son for 
all mankind. 

It will be a mark of mystery. No one 


(Continued on page 607) 
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FIRST Bible Course for young 

women has been held by the Span- 

ish Gospel Mission in the Spanish 
countryside. There have been previous 
ones for young men, to train them as lay 
preachers. A course for young women 
was an innovation which met with much 
prejudice. “It was not good for girls 
to know too much. There Was no point 
in it, as girls could never become 
préachers; there would be difficulties in 
escorting them on train journeys,” and 
so on, 

These objections were lived down. Six 
duly arrived from afar; eight local girls 
attended, although the grape harvest 
prevented some others from coming. And 
there were others. 

“What did we try to teach them? 
First to pray. Every day we began with 
a prayer meeting at which my wife, a 
Spanish preacher, and I took turns in 
devotional address. 

“Secondly, we tried to teach them to 
read their Bibles with profit. I gave them 
a brief introduction to the Book and 
then we showed them how a portion 
can be made to yield some of its rich 
treasures by a series of simple questions. 

“Thirdly, my wife had prepared an 
excellent series of talks on health, hy- 
giene, the making and running of a 
Christian home, and care of little chil- 
dren. This teaching was based on Scrip- 
ture truth, that the body of the believer 
is the temple of the Holy Spirit. Eyes 
were opened to a new side of Christian 
truth, scarce dreamed of before. 

“Fourthly, they learned something 
about visitation, going in couples, ac- 
companied by an experienced woman 
visitor, to the homes of the aged and 
sick. Here there was prayer, Scripture 
reading, testimony, and singing of 
choruses. The unconverted heard the 
message and the girls were delighted 
to see how effective this simple service 
could be. There has been also, and 
fifthly, teaching regarding Sunday schools 
and practice of hymns and choruses.” 

Lovely primitive Christianity in a land 
of Pharisaism and persecution! 


We have spoken of the fruitful work 
of the Continental Press, Philadelphia, 
in printing and distributing Father 
Chiniquy’s tract, “The Gift.” Mr. Harry 
Nowlin, a Los Angeles printer, now with 
his Lord, has been engaged in similar 
Christian testimony. Almost his last 
shipment was a ton crate, containing 
100,000 beautifully printed Bible-study 
lessons in @hinese, sent to Formosa. 

Pastor Henri .Nick of Lille, a Chris- 
tian leader, has also gone on to Glory. He 
was the head of Fives-Lille in the north 
of France, a center of evangelism and 
relief, chaplain in World War I, known 

® 


for his gallantry. Interesting is the re- 
port that, at the close of the funeral 
service, every person leaving was given 
at the door a Gospel as a*souvenir from 
Pastor Nick. He had ordered that the 
Gospel of eternal life should be offered 
to all participating in the final service. 


The Pentateuch is, in Lutheran lands, 
commonly spoken of as “the Five Books 
of Moses.” The Sixth and Seventh Books 
of Moses are concoctions of occultists, 
which have wide vogue in Germany. 
The Sixth’ Book explains how one can 
enter into contact with Satan; the Sev- 
enth gives recipes for curing disease in 
both man and beast and for defense 
against, and defeat of, enemies. “One 
is tempted to consider these books ar- 
rant nonsense,” writes Pastor Koch. “I 
did once, but in the course of twenty 
years, I have collected six hundred cases 
and examined them critically. All the 
evidence runs in one direction. Tam- 
pering with these books leads to many 
kinds of psychic disturbance, depressions, 
Suicidal manias. Men become immune 
to Christ and the Holy Spirit. At times 
there are apparitions. In the field of 
the occult, the Devil and his demons are 
fearful realities.” 

In “Seelesorge und Okkultismus” 
(“Pastoral Care and the Occult”), Pastor 
Koch discusses this matter at length. 


Wycliffe Translators.—Bob Russell has 
been nine months among the Amhuaca 
Indians of Peru. He found them naked 
and hidden away from the rivers which 
even few outsiders have ever navigated. 
He lived in their huts, ate out of a com- 
mon bowl with the men, drank their 
tribal beverage of yucca (premasticated 
by the women), accompanied them ‘on 
hunting expeditions, and above all 
learned much of their Janguage. Two 
had been shot with arrows by enemies 
while he was there. They spend nights 
in herb-provoked orgies. 

Yet they have learned confidence in 
him, and he is preparing to return to 
evangelize and to translate into their 
tongue. 

Wayne Snell was flown. to his tribe 
recently, and found that the principal 
Machiguerga chief was more interested 
than ever in having schools for his tribe 
and the Word in their language. 

Twelve tribes and languages were rep- 
resented at the jungle base Teachers’ 
Training Course. The latest addition was 
Ticuna. “Mrs. Townsend has_ helped 
prepare primers in both the Shapra and 
Amuesha languages this week besides 
taking in thirty-three table guests ~ 
ten overnight ones.” 

Cameron Townsend was with the Az- 
tec believers in Tetelcingo on two Sun- 
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days, and had four cordial visits from 
General Cardenas, who came in from the 
big reclamation project he has nearly 
completed. Cardenas, who is ex-Presi- 
dent of Mexico, took copies of John’s 
Gospel for circulation among the people. 

“In Guatemala, I had the joyful ex- 
perience of participating in the thirtieth 
anniversary of the founding of the Rob- 
inson Bible Institute at Panjachel, Well 
over a thousand Cakchiquel delegates 
gathered from many towns and met un- 
der a large tent morning, afternoon, and 
night. God graciously revived my 
knowledge of the language so that I was 
able to give three messages in it, even 
though twenty-one years had elapsed 
since leaving this tribe. I also inter- 
viewed two cabinet officers in the inter- 
est of our Bible translators in that 
(Communist) country. Their attitude 
was friendly. 

“In Ecuador, the Lord blessed in work- 
ing out urgent matters awaiting me, and 


I was honored with two delightful inter-, 


views with the President. He assured 
us of the help and appreciation of his 
government for our work among the 
primitive tribes of the jungle. He 
thought it would be practical for us to 
work among the jungle tribes of Co- 
lombia from the same base and with the 
same planes we expect to have in Ecua- 
dor. Mr. Schneider will be going to 
Bogota within a week to see Officials 
about such an arrangement.” 


The Sudan Interior Mission’s Radio 
Station, ELWA, has been dedicated—the 
first Christian radio station in Liberia. 
The celebration was attended by Presi- 
dent William S. Tubman, the Postmaster 
General, and other Liberian dignitaries. 

The dedication service was a real tes- 
timony to the Lord Jesus Christ. Presi- 
dent Tubman said the broadcasts from 
ELWA were “convincing, convicting, and 
converting.” The Postmaster: General 
looked forward to ELWA reaching out 
to all West Africa. Reports come in of 
groups gathering in homes and open 
places to listen. In the not distant future 
this station will reach out to many parts 
of Africa, in many languages. 


The French Protestant composer, Ar- 
thur Honegger, has been made Member 
of the Institute, highest of French honors, 
He has been described as a great Bib- 
lical musician with natural propensity 
to spiritual. meditation. His works em- 
brace such subjects as King David, the 
Prophets, and the Resurrection (his sec- 
ond symphony). His productivity has 
been astonishing, more than 163 differ- 
ent works to date, and most of them re- 
corded on discs, an indication of his 
popularity in France. 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 5. AUGUST 1. 


CHRISTIAN WORSHIP AND FELLOWSHIP 


Acts 2:46, 47; Colossians 3:12-17; Hebrews 10:23-25; printed text, Same ‘ 


Golden Tost—Let us constdts ene enather to gnbvahe onto love Gud to geod wodte: not forsaking the assembling 
of ourselves together.—Heb. 10:24, 25 


Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 
Acts 2:46 And they, continuing daily with one accord in 
the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did 
eat their meat,with gladness and singleness of heart, 
47 Praising God, and having favour with all the people. 
And, the Lord added to the church daily such as should be 


saved. e 


Col. 3:12 Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and 
beloved,- bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, 
meekness, longsuffering; 

13 Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if 
any man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave 
you, so also do ye. 

14 And above all these things put on charity, which is the 
bond of perfectness. 

15 And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the 
which also ye are called in one body: and be ye thankful. 


16 Let the word of Christ_dwell in you richly in all wis- 
dom; teaching and admonishir’g one another in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts 
to the Lord. 

17 And whatsoever .ye do in word or deed, do all in. the 
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father 
by him. 

Heb. 10:23 Let us hold fast the profession of our faith 
without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised; 

24 And let us consider one another to provoke unto love 
and to good works: 

25 Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together; as 
the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so 
much the more, as ye see the day approaching. 

Lesso: based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 








The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


LESSON on worship naturally 
raises the question, What is wor- 
ship? 

Our English word is an abbreviation, 
or corruption, of the Old English word, 
weorthscipe, meaning worth-ship. The 
idea is, the ascription of worth. “Give 
unto the Lord the glory due unto his 
name” (Psa, 29:2). That is worship. 

When we go to the Biblical words 
translated “worship,” the meaning is 
enriched with further thoughts. The 
most common Hebrew word for worship 
carries the sense of bowing down, as 
before a superior. The Greek counter- 
part is a picture word, signifying “to 
kiss the hand toward, in token of sub- 
mission.” Other Greek words used in 
the New Testament convey the ideas of 
esteem, veneration, and religious service. 
We must put all these ideas together 
to obtain the Biblical conception of wor- 
ship. In view of the infinite worth of 
God, we bow before Him, we submit 
ourselves to Him, we hold Him in high- 
est esteem and reverence, and gladly 
devote ourselves to His service. That 
is worship, 

There are various expressions of wor- 
ship. While worship is primarily a state 
of the heart, the heart seeks to express 
what it most deeply feels. Our con- 
templation of God’s worth calls for 
adoration, and we seek the language of 
adoration, in the Psalms, and in the 
great hymns of the church. Our sub- 
mission, being the submission of love, 
seeks to express itself in the language 
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of deep devotion. Again we turn to the 
Bible for its great devotional passages, 
and we also make use of the rapt lan- 
guage of saintly characters as preserved 
in the best of our hymns. 

But such worship is not satisfied in 
isolation. ‘The worshiping soul seeks 
others to join it in its high occupation. 
It cries to others, “O magnify the Lord 
with me, and let us exalt his name to- 
gether” (Psa, 34:3). So men unite, in 
the church of the living God, to offer 
the sacrifice of worship. This is true 
fellowship. It is when we meet for this 
one common purpose, and unite, our 
hearts and minds and voices in glad 
worship, that we realize most deeply 
“the communion of the saints.” Chris- 
tian fellowship has nothing to do with 
smorgasbords and chicken dinners, legit- 
imate and enjoyable as these may be 
in their place. It is the assembly for 
worship, our drawing near together to 
the Lord, that constitutes fellowship. 


Verse by Verse 

Acts 2:46.—‘“. . . with one accord in 
the temple . . . from house to house... 
gladness and singleness of heart.” The 
new life showed, whether in the Temple, 
performing religious duties, or at home, 
engaged in ordinary pursuits. Unity, 
joy, and sincerity marked these believers 
everywhere. 


Verse 47.—“Praising God, and having 


favour .. . the Lord added ... daily 
such as should be saved” This radiant 
sincerity won friends. For “such as 


should be saved,” read*‘those that were 
being saved” (A.S.V., marg.). People 


were being saved daily, as is usually the 
case in revival conditions. 


Col. 3:12.—“Put on . . . bowels of mer- 
cies, kindness, humbleness of mind, 
meekness, longsuffering.” See verse 8 
for what we are to “put off” as dis- 
carded clothing. Here is the new cloth- 
ing, befitting God’s chosen ones, called 
to holiness. Our idiom for “bowels” 
would be “heart” as figuratively the seat 
of the affections, 


Verse 13.—“Forbearing . . . and for- 
giving . . . even as Christ forgave you 
...”’ We must not be hasty to condemn, 
but quick to forgive. See Ephesians 4:32 
for a similar appeal, and last week's 
lesson for’ comparison (Luke 11:4)¢ 


Verse 14.—“And above all . . . charity 

. the bond of perfectness.” Over all 
the other garments (v. 12) we are to 
wear the cloak of love, which will at 
once hold the others in place and add 
the finishing touch to our dress of Chris- 
tian behavior. (So Lightfoot and 
others.) 


Verse 15.—“And let the peace of God 
rule... in one body .. .” The peace of 
Christ is to be the arbitrator (umpire) 
of our contiuct, so as to preserve the 
unity of the body. Some of us are too 
prone to draw issue with our brethren. 


Verse 16.—“Let the word of Christ 
dwell in you richly .. . teaching and 
admonishing one another in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs...” Only 
as the word. enters into the warp and 
woof of our own life are we in condition to 
teach and admonish others. The “teach- 
ing and admonishing” is not of the scold- 
ing sort, but is set to music) Singing 
“to the Lord” will bring blessing to 
the hearers. 


Verse 17.—“, _ . do all in the name of 
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the Lord Jesus, giving thanks .. .” The 
whole life is to be lived as an offering 
to the Lord Jesus, and as representing 
Him in the world. Notice the emphasis 
on thanksgiving. See verse 15, and com- 
pare 2:7 and 1 Thessalonians 5:18. 


Heb. 10:23.—“Let us hold fast the pro- 
fession of our faith without wavering; 
(for he is, faithful that promised),” The 
basis of the exhortation begins in verse 
19, and the exhortation itself begins in 
verse 22. Notice the repetition of “let 
us” (vs. 22, 23, 24). The faithfulness 
of God is the ground of our cgnfident 
and persistent confession of faith. 


Verse 24—“And let us consider one 
another to provoke unto love and to good 
works.”. Here is a new kind of provoca- 
tion. Our conduct must be so ordered 
as to draw out the best in our fellow 
believers. ‘ 


Verse 25.—“Not forsaking the assem- 
bling of ourselves together ... but ex- 
horting . . . as ye see the day approach- 
ing.” Even in apostolic days, some were 
falling off in their church attendance. 
Here our duty is clearly declared, if for 
nothing more than mutual encourage- 
ment. And as we believe that “the com- 
ing of the Lord draweth nigh,”. we 
ought to be the more eager to help each 
other. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

“Worship and life are not separate, 
watertight compartments. They are part 
of each other, and affect each other. It 
is no true worship, but sham and hypoc- 
risy, when the life does not correspond. 
The first Christians. were as radiant in 
the home as in the Temple, their meals 
were as much occasions of‘joyful wor- 
ship as their presence in the Temple. 
The impression made by such sincerity 
and radiance on.the people was, of 
course, favorable, creating a readiness 
to listen to the Gospel. It is no wonder 
that conversions were the daily occur- 
rence, and that the “additions” 
a work of God, not the result of an 
annual community canvass. When God 
adds members to any church, they are 
saved people. It is not always so when 
men do the adding. 

Church members should be properly 
dressed. I am still a believer in wear- 
ing one’s “Sunday best” to go to the 
house of the Lord. But it ought to 
remind us that as members of Christ 
we must discard the garments of anger, 
wrath, malice, railing, and such like, 
and wear the beautiful robes of com- 
passion, kindness, lowliness, meekness, 
longsuffering, forbearance, and forgive- 
ness (Col, 8:8, 12, 13). This is the dress 
which becomes the house of God— 
“whose house are we” 
know we are clothed with the righteous- 
ness of Christ, apart from which we 
should have no acceptance with God; 
but it is interesting to learn, that the 
bridal attire of the Lamb’s wife in Glory 


were. 


(Heb, 3:6). -I- 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


4. July 25.—Growing Through Prayer. 
Psalm 46:10; Isaiah 40:30; 31; 
Luke’ 11:1-13; Philippians 4:6, 7; 
? Hebrews 4:14-16 
Next Week’s Lesson 
6. August 8-—Choosing the Best. 
Matthew 6:19-34; Galatians 5:16-, 
23; Philippians 1:9-11; -4:8; 1 
Thessalonians 5:21, 22 








at least includes “the righteous acts of 
the saints” (Rev. 19:8, A.S.V.). 

As members of the church of Christ 
we have a duty to each other—“teach- 
ing and admonjshing one another.” To 
fit ourselves for this responsibility, as 
well as for our own development, we 
must feed liberally on the Word, allow- 
ing it to permeate our whole being. 
Thus enriched, our teaching and: ad- 
monishing will not be of the critical, 
Pharisaic, harsh sort, but will be set 
to’ music. While we worship God “in 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,” 
these will be “means of grace” to our 
fellow believers. We may be teaching 
and admonishing most effectively when 
we are least conscious of doing it at all. 

We all need encouragement, There is 
enough to discourage Christians in this 
world without our discouraging each 
other. For each other’s sakes, then, as 
well as for our own, we are under duty 
to attend the assembly of God’s people 
with all the regularity we can. In this, 
and in all other ways, we must cultivate 
a manner that will be provocative of 
the best in our brethren. It is to be 
feared that our conduct sometimes pro- 
vokes others in the wrong way. If we 
can stir other Christians to love and 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
, HAT was the first meeting place 
of the Christians? 

2. What two breakings of bread are 
mentioned in the second chapter of Acts? 

3. Why are the common meals of the 
early Christians mentioned in connec- 
tion with their worship? 

4. What figure is used in Colossians 3 
to indicate the conduct of the Christians? 

5. How are believers described by Paul 
in our Colossians portion? 

6. What is the outer and most im- 
portant item of the Christian’s attire? 

7. What is the special significance of 
the word “rule” in Colossians 3:15? 

8. What is the parallel passage to 
Colossians 3:16? . ° 

9. What is the basis of our confidence 
in confessing our daith? 


10. What practice should be the more 
encouraged as the coming of the Lord 
draws nigh? 


(Answers on page 606) 
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good works, happy are we! We shall 
not be sorry when that day dawns. 


Outline of the Lesson 


1. Church and home (Acts 2:46, 47) 

2. Conduct and worship (Col. 3:12-17) 

3. Personal confession and assembly 
practice (Heb. 10:23-25) 


Topics for Development 

The Umpire. “Let the peace of God 
(Christ, A.S.V.] rule in your hearts” 
(Col, 3:15). This word “rule” is an 
athletic word, signifying “to act as um- 
pire.” The umpire was the one who 
called the plays.e Christians are not 
lone units, but one body, to live and 
work as a closely knit team. Teamwork 
is not always easy. Disputes arise among 
believers, and frequently the issue is 
drawn in the heat of temper, with great 
dogmatism and determination. The 
spirit of conflict_calls the play, and the 
unity of the Spirit is destroyed. In 
such a caSe we have allowed the wrong 
umpire to order the game. The apostle’s 
injunction is that we are to allow the 
peace of Christ to call the plays, to tell 
our hearts what to do. How many a 
church squabble, how many a split, how 
many a disaster would be avoided if 
we listened to the right umpire, instead 
of keeping the pot of controversy boil- 
ing! 

Breaking Bread. Breaking bread is 
mentioned twice in quick succession 
(Acts 2:42, 46).. There seems to be a 
difference in the two. In verse 42 we 
have the four matters in which the new 
believers “continued,” and all of them 
pertain to the life of the church—the 
teaching, the fellowship, the breaking 
of the bread, and the prayers. Since 
the teaching, the fellowship, and the 
prayers are corporate activities, we’shall 
expect that the breaking of the bread 
is also a corporate activity. When we 
notice in addition the two definite ar- 
ticles—the breaking of the bread—the 
belief is strengthened that what is re- 
ferred to is the ordinance of the Lord’s 
Supper. In verse 46 the case is different, 
Here the life of the believers revolved 
around two ,pivots, the Temple and the 
home. The definite articles are absent 
here, and the A.S.V. gives “at home,” 
instead of “from house to house.” They 
carried the gladness of their worship 
home with them, and such consistency 
made a profound impression on their 
neighbors, 


Practical Applications P 

Don’t be a church saint and a house 
devil, but see that you are at home what 
you seem to be in church. 

You sit at the Lord’s Table. Does the 
Lord sit at your table? 

Dress for “church,” and since you are 
always “in church,” stay dressed (Col. 
3:12, 13). 

Does our conduct correspond to our 
position as “elect, .. . holy and beloved” 
of God? 














Lesson for August | 


Don’t forget the final touch in dress- 
ing: “put on love.” 

We cannot all sing with art and skill, 
but we can all sing with grace. ~ 

Try to be the most provoking person 
in your church—provoking to love and 
good works! 


Golden Text 

Heb. 10:24, 25.—“And let us consider 
one another to provoke unto love and 
to good works: not forsaking the assem- 
bling of ourselves together . . . but 
exhorting. . . as ye see the day ap- 
proaching.” Consideration for others, 
provocation *of others, and convocation 
with others: these three will make you 
a wonderful church member, 


EtmuurstT, ILL. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SucGcesteD HYMNS 


“O Worship the Lord in the 
Beauty of Holiness” 
‘“The Church’s One Foundation” 
“Blest Be the Tie That Binds” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Merci- 
ful God, our Father in Heaven, we re- 
joice in the blessing of freedom to wor- 
ship. We thank Thee we can gather in 
Christian assemblies for prayer, praise, 
and preaching, none daring to make us 
afraid. Help us to see the gredt worth 
of this privilege and to use it as often 
as we can. Bless the gatherings of Thy 
people in their different congregations 
today, inspiring their hearts with love 
to Thee and one another. Enlighten 
and strengthen them by the messages 
from Thy Word. Use our teachers now 
and our preacher in the church service 
that we may better understand Thy 
Word, and then keep us faithful in obey- 
ing it. We pray that Thy messengers 
be sent to every land not blessed with 
the Gospel. ' Bring slaves of sin to trust 
Christ and find liberty. Give comfort 
to the depressed and the mourning, 
healing to the sick, help to the burdened, 
and guidance to the perplexed. And 
make all grace to abound toward us that 
we, having all sufficiency in all things, 
might abound unto every good work; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—A man once asked 
a preacher if one could get to Heaven 
without joining the church. “I think he 
could,” was the reply, “but why don’t 
you ask if a man could get from America 
to Britain without taking a boat or 
plane?” “What is your answer to that?” 
asked the man. 
“A man might make it, I suppose, if he 
was a good swimmer, was provided with 
food, had the necessary strength, and no 
shark got him. But suppose he did 
make it, would he get there much ahead 
of the man who went with others on a 
ship?” 

The New Testament shows us that the 


The preacher replied: ' 
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first Christians made their journey 


‘through this life to Heaven in company 


with one another. “Birds of a feather 
flock together,” and if we have no liking 
for the company of other Christians, it 
is questionable if We are Christians our- 
selves. Our portion today from Acts 
shows that as people were converted in 
the time of Peter, God added them to 
the Church. When we stand with other 
Christians we stand in the strength of 
the group and are stronger than when 


YOUR NEEDS “tr’ 


we stand alone. That is why the writer 
to the Hebrews, writing to a persecuted 
church whose members feared to come 
together, urged them not to forsake as- 
sembling themselves together. It was 
better to run the risk of being found in 
a Christian meeting, though it was a 
time of persecution, than to miss the 
good that Christians get from joining 
together to worship, to pray, and to 
strengthen and encourage one another 
in the Christian way. If you only come 
to Sunday school and never stay for 
the church service, you are missing 
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much. Let us surprise our minister, and 

every one of us stay for the preaching 

and worship service this mérning: 
Caeary, ALTA., CAN. 


The Busy Men’s Comer 
By Tom M. Olson bs 


“Praising God, and having favour 
with all the people” (Acts 2:47).—The 
people that “gladly received his word” 
on the day of Pentecost were not mere 
professors,’ but actual possessors of di- 
vine life; for we are told they were 
baptized and “continued stedfastly in 
the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and 
in breaking of bread, and in prayers.” 
And in our lesson today we are again 
told that, “continuing daily with one 
accord in the temple, and breaking bread 
from house to house, [they] did eat their 
meat with gladness and singleness of 
heart, praising God.” 

Continuance is the test of reality. What 
a jay it must be to the Lord when a 
believer can, with the spirit and with 
the understanding, say, “I will bless the 
Lord at all times: his praise shall con- 


STEPS IN CHRISTIAN SANCTIFICATION 
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tinually be in my mouth”! (Psa. 34:1.) 

There are at least seven things the 
Lord: would have us continue in: “my 
word” (John 8:31); “my love” (John 
15:9); “the grace of God” (Acts 13:43); 
“the faith” (Acts 14:22); “prayers” (Col. 
4:12); “doctrine” (1 Tim. 4:16); and in 
the “things .. . learned” (2 Tim, 3:14). 

A young woman applied to the super- 
intendent of a Sunday school for a class. 
He told her he had no vacant classes, but 
that if she would go out and hunt up a 


, Class of boys for herself, he would be 


glad to have her help. She did so, and 
gathered a group of poor, ragged boys. 
Among these, the worst and most un- 
promising boy was one named Bob. The 
superintendent told these boys to come 
to his house during the week, and he 
would give them each a new suit of 


clothes. They came and received their _ 


clothes. After two or three Sundays, 
Bob was missing. The teacher went 
after him. She found that his new 
clothes ,.were torn and dirty. She in- 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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vited him back to school. He received 


a second new suit. After attending once — 


or twice, Bob’s place was empty again. 
Once more the teacher sought him out. 
The second suit of clothes had gone the 
same way as the first. She reported 
the case to the superintendent, Saying 
she was utterly discouraged about Bob 
and must give him up. “Please don’t 
do that,” said the superintendent, “Try 
him once more. I'll give him a third 
suit if he’ll promise to attend regularly.” 

Bob did promise. He received his third 
suit. He kept his promise to attend 
regularly. He became interested in the 
school. He trusted Christ, studied for 
the ministry, and the end of that. story 
is, that that discouraging boy, that 
dirty, ragged, runaway Bob, became a 
great missionary to China, and’ trans- 
lated the Bible into the Chinese lan- 
guage. Dr. Robert Morrison was his 
name! What if they hadn’t continued 
to go after him? 

“And above all these things put on 
charity [or love]” (Col. 3:14).—Above 
all what things? Mercies, kindness, 
humility, meekness, longsuffering, for- 
bearance, and forgiveness. 

Now that believers are those whom 
God has chosen and elected, now that 
we are beloved of Him, we are to put 
on those things which are really mani- 
festations of Christ. We are to have 
compassion as He had compassion; to 
be kind as He was kind; to be humble 
as He was humble; to be meek as He was 
meek; to be longsuffering as He was; 
to forbear as He did; to forgive as He 
did, and to love as He did. 

Since a Christian. can say, “Christ 
liveth in me” (Gal. 2:20), he should 
allow Christ to live His life through Him, 

A little boy on crutches was hurriedly 
making his way to the passenger gate 
of a railway station with a basket of 
fruit and candy. Amid the rushing pas- 
sengers, a young man accidentally hit 
the basket, knocking its contents in all 
directions. _He only stopped long enough 
to scold the boy for being in the way. 
But another young man who was. pass- 
ing, saw the boy’s distress, and began 


picking up the fruit. As he placed them ‘ 


in the basket, he put a dollar in the 
cripple’s hand. With a “Better success 
next time,” and a smile, he went on his 
way. 

“Hey, Mister,” called the little fellow, 
“are you Jesus?” “No,” answered the 
friend, “I’m only one of His followers.” 
What a testimony it would be if all His 
followers were like that young man! 

“.. and be ye thankful” (Col. 3:15). 
—The United States has one day in 365 
which it calls “Thanksgiving Day,” but 
every day should be a day for thanks- 
giving to a Christian. We have been 
blessed with every spiritual blessing in 
the heavenlies in Christ, for which we 
should render unceasing thanks. And 


we are exhorted to give thanks “always 
for all things unto God and the Father 
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in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ” 
(Eph, 5:20). 

A sister in the Lord who assists in a 
small convalescent home in which there 
ere twelve patients has found a very 
practical. way of being thankful for 
“creature comforts” as they are called. 

Two of the inmates never go to bed. 
They are compelled by their afflictions 
to sit in chairs day and night. After 
ministering to them, she thanks God that 
she can lie down in a comfortable bed 
nightly. 

Another patient with a brilliant mind, 
but a partially paralyzed body, must 
perpetually remain in bed. .This made 
our sister thankful for the blessing of 
being able to arise and go places. 

Several others in the Home are so 
paralyzed they cannot walk; which 
makes our +hhelpful friend thankful that 
she can walk. 

And while she helps two other women 
who have suffered strokes which have 
deprived them of the power of speech, 
she praises God that she can talk. 

She thanks God for sight as she seeks 
to help a totally blind inmate; and she 
becomes specially thankful for her sense 
of hearing, as she seeks to become ears 
for a completely deaf patient. 

Lastly, there is “Grandma,” almost 
ninety, who is partially blind, and 
feeble-minded, and who feels lonely and 
homesick. While giving her good care, 
our friend renders thanks to God for 
her home and loved ones. 

“Not forsaking the assembling of our- 
selves together” (Heb. 10:25).—The 
Lord has ordained that we should as- 
semble together for mutual edification. 
We need each other, and in unity there 
is strength. The fellowship of saints is 
a wonderful source of refreshment for 
us in this spiritual wilderness. 


Wawona, CALIF. 
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Say, Fellows — 
« Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, I’m wondering how to 

get this lesson across to a bunch of 
teen-age boys whose minds are filled 
with baseball, tennis, swimming, hikes, 
fishing, wild west movies, television 
channels, and many other interests that 
seem more exciting and entertaining. 
These seem much more desirable than 
cultivating “a heart of compassion, kind- 
ness, lowliness, meekness, longsuffering; 
forbearing one another, and forgiving 
each other ... and above all these things 
put on love, which is the bond of per- 
fectness. And let the peace of Christ 
rule in your hearts, to the which also 
ye were called in one body; and be ye 
thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell 
in you richly; in all wisdom teaching 
and admonishing one another with 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 
singing with grace in your hearts unto 
God” (Col. 3:12-16, A.S.V.). 
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Lesson for August t 


However, let me for a few minutes 
consider you capable of recognizing that 
God’s Word is the supreme authority for 
your life program; that He created you 
and knows what is best for your suc- 
cess in life, your contentment, and your 
happiness; that He loves you even more 
than your parents do, and that He wants 
to do for you more than you can ask 
or think. The Devil, your greatest 
enemy, would like to make you turn 
aside from God’s Word and give yourself 
over to a life of self-indulgence, follow- 
ing the dictates of ‘your own natural in- 
clinations; but God wants you to have 
a really good time. Games of sport and 
wholesome recreation are all right, end 
they may even form a neceSsary part of 
your well-rounded education, but they 
must not crowd out your spiritual de- 
velopment. Indeed, that is most impor- 
tant, for your soul is the part of you 
which lives eternally. It never dies. 

You cannot possibly direct your life 
satisfactorily and happily without the 
counsel of God’s Word and the intimate 
guidance of the Holy Spirit who gave 
us the Word. When my watch stops, and 
winding won’t start it, I am helpless by 
myself. I know not what to do with it. 
I dare not pry into its delicate mechan- 
ism, for in doing so I would only make 
matters worse. So what is the wisest 
thing to do? Why, of course, I take it 
to a watchmaker who knows its every 
part: the mainspring, the pinions, the 
many tiny cogs and ratchets and other 
parts—that are nameless to me. He 
takes it apart and gives it a thorough 
cleaning, removing all the accum@lated 
dust particles; he repairs it, then hangs 
it on a peg for several days to regulate 
it—unless he should happen to have one 
of those instantaneous regulators. And 
now my watch is “happy” again. It 
ticks merrily along, keeping me wise 
to the time of day, helping me to meet 
my engagements on time. It makes all 
the difference in the world; for a watch, 
it is the difference between death and 
life. 

Fellows, my watch furnishes a weak 
illustration, for the soul’s health and 
welfare are so vastly more inportant 
than anything mechanical. Make sure 
to “remember now thy Creator in the 
days of thy youth, while the evil days 
come not, nor the years draw nigh, when 
thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in 

them” (Eccles. 12:1). Jesus said, “Who- 
soever will save his life shall lose it: 
but whosoever will lose his life for my 
sake, the same shall save it” (Luke 9:24). 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 


b 4 

Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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My.Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ACH Sunday this quarter I have been 
telling you about seven children who 
@ were killed in a great landslide in In- 
dia more than fifty years ago. I have 
already told about the oldest boy, Wil- 
bur, because of his love for God’s Word, 
and last week I told about the Hindu 
girl, Jessudar, because she prayed so 
often in her short life. Today I want to 
tell you about Herbert, whose great 
desire was to worship the Lord. 

When Herbert Lee' was born, his 
mother already had three children aged 
approximately two, four, and six years 
old. The Sunday that he was four weeks 
old she tried to get all four children 
ready for church. It seemed such a task 
that she said to her husband, “I’m afraid 
I'll have to give up going while the 
children are so little.” He answered, 
“Well, dear, if you give up now, I fear 
you'll never go again!” So she kept on, 
finally getting all four ready in time. 
She took them all to church that day, 
and every Sunday afterward. 

As Herbert grew older he was very 
fond of music. Before he was able to 
walk, he could hum the tune of “In the 
Sweet By and By.” When he was only 
five years old, he accepted Christ as 
his Saviour at-a children’s meeting one 
Sunday afternoon. ‘He never forgot that 
day, and was always able to tell anyone 
when and where he was saved. He 
learned early to confess his sins to the 
‘Lord, and would sometimes cry when 
telling the Lord that he had been angry: 
or told a lie. 

Soon after. Herbert was saved, he 
asked his mother if he could take part 
in the Communion service. She told 
him that he was too young. But Sunday 
after Sunday he sat in the.meeting, al- 
ways reverent, trying to sing all the 


TIMES 


hymns (hé learned how to read béfore . 


he was five). One Sunday, after he was 
six, he again asked his mother if he 
might not take the bread and the grape- 
juice in the Communion service. Once 
more she said, “Herbert,.I fear you don’t 
understand what it means.” He an- 
swered, “Well, Mamma, you said it’s to 
remember Jesus’ death. I want to re- 
member His death, too! I love Him! 
I belong to Him! Why can’t I take it 
when you do?” 

After that his parents could not refuse 
him, and he was permitted to unite with 
them at the Lord’s ‘Table, although he 
was so young. The Lees never regretted 
this, for in the next five,years Herbert 
showed abundant evidence of his love for 
Christ, and the Lord’s Table was always 
a sacred place to him. 

He loved to play hymns on his violin. 
One of his favorites was, “Oh, for a 
thousand tongues to sing my great Re- 
deemer’s praise!” | 

When he found these verses in his 
Bible, Herbert liked them so well that 
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he memorized them. “Then they. that 
feared the Lord spake often one to 
another: and the Lord hearkened and 
heard it, and a book of remembrance 
was written before him for them that 
feared the Lord, and that thought upon 
his name. And they shall be mine, saith 
the Lord of hosts, in that day when I 
make up my jewels” (Mal. 3:16, 17). 
Herbert Lee has been one of the Lord’s 
precious jewels in Heaven for more than 
fifty years! When so many of His peo- 
ple .are careless about Christian wor- 
ship, what pleasure the Lord must have 
had in that little boy who appreciated 
it so much! 

How. it must grieve the Lord when we 
are careless about attending the Com- 
munion service! The early Christians 
broke bread every day at first, and they 
had to do their day’s work besides. Read 
Acts 2:46, 47. They seem to have had 
two daily meetings, one in the Temple 
and one breaking bread from house to 
house.- They were full of gladness be- 
cause of their singleness of heart. That 
means they had just one aim: to be 
pleasing to the Lord: Notice also that 
they praised God when they ate, as well 
as in their united worship. No wonder 
sO Many persons who knew them came 
to know the Saviour through them! 

Now turn to Colossians 3:12-14. Here 
are more things for a Christian to add 
to his faith. - Let’s put this list on the 
board beside the one we made last week 
from Second Peter. (Mercies, kindness, 
humbleness, meekness, longsuffering, for- 
bearance, forgiveness, charity.) We have 
eight in both lists because we put faith 
down first last Sunday and then the seven 
things we were there told to add to it, 
What do you see in both lists? (Kind- 
ness and. love or charity.) Perhaps those 
are most important of all, but how beau- 
tiful our lives would be if they showed 
all these graces listed on the blackboard! 
Read verse 15. How can we “let the 
peace of God rule” in our hearts? (By 
praying about everything with thanks- 
giving.) Isn’t that fine? You still re- 
member last Sunday’s lesson. Now read 
verses 16, 17. Christians who are think- 
ing of God’s Word and of hymns and of 
spiritual songs are not saying unkind 
things about other people. If they are 
singing to the Lord Jesus and doing 
everything in His name, they will have 
happy fellowship with Him and with 
one another. 

Hebrews 10: 24, 25 carries the same idea: 
provokifig one another to love. How 
can we do that? (By telling people 
nice’ things about other. Christians, in- 
stead of bad things.) If we do that, en- 
couraging others to do the same and to 
join with us in good works, we’ll be ex- 
tending this happy fellowship. Then 
the second part of this passage is most 
important: “Not forsaking the assem- 
bling of ourselves together, as the man- 
ner of some is... .” " 

A girl once told me that she did not 
come to the Communion service because 
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she got nothing out of it. What a miser- 
able reason! Are we only on earth for 
what we get out of things? Another 
one said, “I’d come if I had to crawl!” 
What made the difference?’ The second 
one really loved her Saviour, so she 
wanted to give Him pleasure. Which 
one are you like? 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


. Topic and. Scripture: 
Church Friends Help One Another 
(Acts 2:46, 47) 

HE City of Jerusalem was filled with 

excited people, gathered for one of 
the great Jewish festivals. For ten days 
the friends of the risen Lord Jesus had 
been meeting in prayer. Then the Holy 
Spirit had come with power from God. 
Peter and the Eleven ‘began to preach, 
telling that Jesus, the one they crucified, 
was now alive, at God’s right hand, of- 
fering them forgiveness of sins and this 
same Holy Spirit. Three thousand peo- 
ple were sorry for their sins, and were 
baptized. Acts 2:46, 47 tell about these 
first new Christians. 

I wonder about the children of your 
age there that day—and the children in 
faraway places who heard their Daddy, 
when he got home, tell the family about 
Jesus, the Christ. Did the children be- 
lieve? Did they receive the Holy Spirit? 
Did it make them happy to be at the 
services at church? Were they. happy 
at home, eating and playing and work- 
ing without quarreling? ‘Did they tell 
about the goodness of God? I would like 
to know, but the Bible does not tell 
about the children. Or does it? I look 
back to verse 39, and what do.I see? 
Why, the promise is for the children! 

You weren’t among those crowds who 
shouted for the Lord to be crucified. 
You didn’t actually kill Him. But it 
was your sin, your lies and disobedience, 
your irritability and selfishness and 
quarrelsomeness that made it necessary 
for Him to come to this earth long ago 
to die for you and all who are sinful 
and disobedient. (Using the side of a 
piece of chalk, make a cross on the black- 
board.) So Peter says: “Be sorry and 
change your ways. Be baptized in the 
name of Jesus Christ for your sins to 
be forgiven. And you will receive the 
gift of the Holy Spirit—not just the 
grownups, but the children, too,’” 

So let us look more carefully at Verses 
46, 47, and see the children. First, 
through two commas. At church every 
day! They still do that in places in 
Africa and Asia. It is especially for the 
people who cannot read, or who have 
no Bibles of their own; someone must 
teach them what the Bible says. (Draw 
simple outline of a church.) Are you 
regular: every Sunday at church and 
Sunday school, every day with your 
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Bible? Now finish the verse and see 
the children in their homes with all the 
visitors. Eating together, happy, one 
spirit of frignfiliness. (Outline a house.) 
Company or no company, how is meal- 
time in your home—pleasant or grouchy? 
What about the work and play—‘“sin- 
gleness of heart” or quarreling hearts? 
Now verse 47 to_.a comma. (Draw sev- 
eral music notes. Draw lines from the 
cross to all three designs.) Do you tell 
about God’s goodness or sing God’s songs 
in your playtime? 


When people do these things, what . 


happens? On to the period! Yes, peo- 
ple like them. -I never did hear of 
peopie liking grouchy, unhappy, quar- 
reling folks! And what else? On to the 
next period! Yes, more people were 
saved! They wanted the same good 
things. 

“Let us consider one another to pro- 
voke unto love and to good works” (Heb. 
1024, Memory Verse). Have you been 
stirred up enough to grow far on the 
good works measured on our stick? Are 
you getting taller every week in obe- 
dience and truthfulness? Have you been 
faithful in Bible reading and prayer? 
Now what about church? (Put a C in 
the next division.) If you are away on 
vacation and cannot go to a church, 
have church where you are. Sing and 
read the Bible and pray. Ask the Holy 
Spirit to give you what to say, and you 
can even preach the ‘sermon—a little 
talk! If yow do not go to church or 
have church next Sunday, you must not 
wear this pin! (Various designs are 
available from supply houses for one 
or two cents apiece. Or look in the cup- 
board for some left from a not-too-re- 
cent contest. Have each pinned through 
a slip of paper bearing daily Bible ref- 
erences (Deut. 21:18-21; Rev. 22:14, 15; 
Matt. 6:6; Acts 11:24; Rom. 14:17-19; 
Eph. 5:18, 19; Heb. 10:24, 25). 


Orono, MAINE. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
$25 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
To Make the Church’ Brighter.—Not 

forsaking the assembling of ourselves 
together (Heb, 10:25, Golden Text). A 
weary traveler arrived at the French 
village of Doubs one Sunday evening 
at twilight, and found people hurrying 
through the streets to church, each 
carrying a*bronzé lamp. A villager ex- 
plained: “We have'no other way of 
lighting the church. In 1550 when the 
church was built, the mayor of the vil- 
lage decided that each member should 
bring his own lamp. Everyone goes 
there to make it brighter, for he knows 
that if he stays away, the church. will 
be darker and the service sadder.” When 


- 
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he entered the church, the traveler saw 
that on every pew was a place to hang 
the lighted lamp; “and as ‘the church 
gradually filled, the cumulative effect 
of the multitude of lighted lamps was 
startling. The whole building was illu- 
aninated with a soft radiance, indescrib- 
ably beautiful and impressive—From a 
church magazine. Sent by the Rev. C. 
N. Hillyer, New Malden, Surrey, Eng. 
Prize illustration, 


Why Not Try the Farmer’s Plan?— 
Praising God, and having favour with 
all the people. And*the Lord added 
to the church daily such as should be 
saved (Acts 2:47). “I see in your church 
convention,” said the old farmer, “that 
you discuss the subject, How to get peo- 
ple to attend church. I have never heard 
a single address at a farmer’s conven- 
tion on how to get cattle to come to 
the rack. We spend our time in discuss- 
ing the best kind of feed.” Read again 
Acts 2:46, 47—From Bible Friend. Sent 
by Mrs. Herman L. Robertson, High 
Point, N. C. 


Why Should-It Take a Flood?—Put on 
. kindness (Col. ,3:12). Some years 
ago there was a very serious flood along 
the Ohio River and its tributaries in 
Pennsylvania, driving many families out 
of their homes. In some instances homes 
were carried away. with everything in 
them lost. Some of the people were 
gathered in schools, churches, village 
and city halls, and cared for by the 
people of the community. A newspaper 
repprter went to see some of the flood 
victimes, to ask them how they felt about 
all this, especially the loss of their 
homes, clothing, furniture. One four- 
teen-year-old girl replied: “Oh, it is won- 
derful! Everyone is so kind to every- 
one else; it does not make any differ- 
ence what you wear, what your.father 
does, what church you belong to, they 
were just*kind. I almost wish it would 
happen every year.” . Why should it 
take a flood, a war, a fire, or other catas- 
trophe, to crack the hard shell that so 
many of us wear on the outside, and 
permit the sunshine and light of simple 
kindness, to shine through, and warm 
the hearts of those about us?—From the 
Expositor. Sent by J. A. Clark, South- 
port, Eng. 


A Change in Emphasis.—And above all 
these things put on charity, which is 
the bond of perfectness (Col. 3:14), Ar- 
thur James of the Detroit News reported 
recently that in 1768 an English-language 
encyclopedia devoted four lines to the 
word “atom” and five pages to the word 
“love.” In the encycJopedia’s latest edi- 
tion “atom” rates five pages and the 
word “love” is completely ignored. Is 


this circumstance a sign of the times? If 
so, it indicates that we shall never re- 
cover the moral power necessary to 
control the atom until we reverse the 
current relative emphasis on these two 
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Lesson for August 1 
words.—From the Christian Herald. Sent 
by W. P. Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


Teaching, I Am Taught.—Let the word 
of Christ dwell in you richly in all wis- 
dom; teaching and admonishing one an- 
other in psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs, singing with grace in your hearts 
to the Lord (Col. 3:16). 

I heard the Father say, “Go teach,” 

And marveled at His call; 

“I cannot others teach,” said I, 

“For I am least of all.” 


“Though thou be least,” the Father said, 

“Yet I have need of thee: 

Where thou art weak, I am full strong, 
Thou canst do all through Me.” 


And since I've yielded to His call, 
Whene’er His help I've sought, 
His Spirit fills my every need 
And, teaching, I am taught. 
—From Hazel M. Lindsey, in The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by Mrs, A. E. Jan- 
zen, Hillsboro, Kans. 


Why He Pounded Leather.—Do all in 
the name of the Lord Jesus (Col. 3:17). 
When I was a boy I felt it was both a 
duty and a privilege to help my widowed 
mother make ends meet by finding em- 
ployment when I did not have to be in 
school. For quite a while I worked for 
a fine Christian Scottish “cobbler,” 
named Dan Mackay. The walls of his 
shop were covered with Bible texts and 
pictures. On a little counter in front 
of the bench was a Bible, generally open, 
and a pile of Gospel tracts. No package 
went out of that shop without a printed 
message inside. My chief responsibility 
was to pound the leather for shoe soles. 
The cowhide was soaked, and with a 
flat piece of iron over my knees and 
a flat-headed hammer, I pounded these 
soles until they were hard and dry. It 
seemed an endless job, and I wearied 
of it many times. A block away was 
another shop and in it sat a jolly, god- 
less cobbler who gathered the boys of 
the neighborhood and regaled them with 
lewd tales that made him dreaded by 
respectable parents. I noticed as I passed 
his shop that he never pounded his soles, 
but took them from the water and nailed 
them on. One day I ventured inside 
and timidly said, “I notice you put the 
soles on while still wet. Are they just 
as good as if they were pounded?” He 
gave me a wicked leer as he answered, 
“They come back all the quicker this 
way, my boy!” I related the instance to 
my boss and suggested I was perhaps 
wasting time in drying the leather so 
carefully. Mr. Mackay stopped his work, 
opened his Bible, and read, “Whatsoever 
ye do, do all to the glory of God.” Often 
when I have been tempted to careless- 
ness, and to slipshod effort, I have 
thought of dear, devoted Dan Mackay, 
and it has stirred me up to seek to do 
all as for Him who died to redeem me. 
—From “Illustrations of Bible Truth,” 
by H. A. Ironside. Sent by E. M. James, 
Toronto, Can, 


Willing To Be a Fool.—But exhorting 
one another: and so much the more, as 
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ye see the day approaching (Heb. 10:25). 
Some years ago when I was directing 
a mission work, I asked a certain layman 
to go to a large city church and conduct 
the Sunday morning service in order 
that the pastor might be~released to 
preach in a much-neglected field. This 
layman was a humble little man, but a 
good teacher in his Sunday school, and 
I was sure that he could make a good 
talk if he could face a large congrega- 
tion. I shall never forget his reply to 
my letter, which was about like this: 
“I have never spoken in public in my 
life, and I don’t see how I can stand 
and speak before that large city congre- 
gation. My knees will quake beneath 
me, and I know that I will look like 
a hesitating jay; but I appreciate’ the 
need as you have stated it, and I am 
willing to be a fool for Christ’s sake, if 
He wants me to make the effort.” He 
went, and he delivered his message in 
great earnestness and humility. The ef- 
fect was very remarkable: I had a num- 
ber of letters from members of the con- 
gregation, stating that the impression 
was profound; that the people had never 
been so stirred, so deeply moved, so 
challenged to give their very best to 
Jesus Christ. I think that layman lost 
all sense of fear and self-consciousne: ;, 
in his great desire to do a hard service 
for his Master.—From Wade C. Smith, 
in The Sunday School Times. Sent by 
Albert Mygatt, Axtell, Kans. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


“ AY I come home after Sunday 
school today, Daddy?” Philip 
asked. “I don’t want to stay to church.” 
This came as such a surprise to Daddy, 
that he put his fork down on his plate 
and looked across the breakfast table 
at his son in amazement. If there was 
one thing that Philip had always en- 
joyed, it was church on Sundays, Often 
he asked through the week: “How many 
days is it until Sunday? I wish we could 
go to church today.” -And now he was 
saying he didn’t want to stay for church! 
“Why, what has happened, Son? Why 
don’t you want to stay for morning 
church?” 

“Oh, nothing has happened. But Larry, 
next door, never stays, and he says I 
can come home in their car with them. 
His daddy never goes to church either. 
Then I can play with Larry until you 
and Mother get*home.” Philip didn’t 
look up from his plate. 

“A problem like this will certainly 
have to be settled according to the Rule 
Book. Will you get it, Philip?” Philip’s 
family had the habit of turning to the 
Rule Book whenever any decisions had 
to be made. You have guessed, of course, 
that their Rule Book is the Bible. So 
Philip brought God’s Word to his father. 

“Here in Hebrews 10:25 [A.S.V.],” 
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Daddy began, “it reads: ‘Not forsaking 
our own assembling together, as the cus- 
tom of some is, but exhorting one an- 
other; and so much the more, as ye see 
the day drawing nigh.’ It is entirely true 
that Larry and his dad do not stay for 
church. But God’s Word right here tells 
us that He desires that Christians should 
meet together.” 

“But, Daddy, you know Jimmy. He 
makes me mad. He always answers all 
the questions in his workbook in Sun- 
day school and then laughs at the rest 
of us fellows if we don’t get done as 
soon as he does. He calls the rest of 
us dumbbells’ and some other ugly 
names. Then he sits in front of us in 
church and acts so goody-goody. And 
then his mother always says how smart 
he is. I just get mad when I see him, 
and I don’t want to stay to church.” 

“That certainly isn’t the right way 
for Jimmy to act. But do you know, 
Philip, I believe the Lord Jesus must 
be very displeased with the way you 
are acting? You know, in one of the 
very early churches—the one at Philippi 
—there were two women who couldn't 
get along together. And the Apostle 
Paul had to ask them to behave them- 
selves (Phil. 4:2). He mentioned four 
things in his Letter to the Philippians 
(2:1-8) which should be a help to us in 
getting along with others in our church: 
(1) Each Christian should have the same 
humility that the Lord Jesus has—think- 
ing of others as better than himself; 
(2) Because God has loved us so deeply 
(John 3:16), and because His Holy Spirit 
is living in us, we should have the kind 
of love God has for others; (3) By allow- 
ing God’s Holy Spirit to have control 
of us, He will help us to get along with 
others—even unkind people; (4) If Chris- 
tians are tenderhearted toward others, 
there won’t be any problems like you 
and Jimmy are having. 

“Of course you know, PhiliB, that you 
can only take care of things like this 
by prayer and by reading the Word of 
God. Then, when these things are 
straightened out, you'll be like the very 
earliest Christians. We are told that 
they shared their possessions with others, 
they met together to worship God, others 
respected them, and many, many people 
were saved and added to the church 
(Acts 2:46, 47). Nobody had to com- 
mand them to go to church. They were 
not forced to be kind to others. They 
were not made to share with others. 
But they wanted to. Why? Because they 
loved God with all their hearts.” 

Philip went to church that day—and 
every Sunday! But not before he prayed 
and had his heart fixed according to 
God’s Word. 

, Among Us Teachers: Are you using the 
series entitled “Learning To Grow the 
Bible Way”?1 If so, you will want to 





1 Available at Christian bookstores, or from 
International Child Evangelism Fellowship, 
P.O. Box 616, Pacific Palisades, Calif., $3.10. 
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use Lesson 6 today. You will find it 
a, great help in differentiating between 
the church building and the true Church 
—the body of believers. The lesson 
truths given in our assigned text (Acts 
2:46, 47) can be beautifully enlarged 
upon by uSing the lesson from this sug- 
gested series of lessons, 
LANCASTER, PA. 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions ase on page 600) 

1. The Temple in Jerusalem (Acts 2: 
46). 

2. The Lord’s Supper (v, 42), and the 
common meal (v. 46). 

.3. To indicate that they carried their 
gladness and sincerity into their home 
life as well as into their worship. 

4. Putting off old garments and put- 
ting on new ones (Col, 3:8, 12). 

. 5. As “elect, . holy and beloved” 
(v. 12). 

6. Love (v. 14). 

7. To act as umpire; to call the plays. 

8. Ephesians 5:18, 19. 

9. The faithfulness of God (Heb. 10: 
23). 

10. Church attendance (Heb. 10:25). 


ELMuBuRsT, ILL. 
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The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W: Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, August 1 


2. Prayers That Grow Their Answers 
| (Psa. 90:12-17; Luke 11:11-13) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
; * used by permission. 
AST week when we considered the 
first topic in this series of two, “Get- 
ting ‘Results From Praying,” we saw 
something of -the reasons for praying. 
This week we are to think particularly 
about how to have our prayers answered. 
we 

Now let us not misunderstand this 
week’s topic to the: point that we may 
expect somehow to answer all our own 
prayers. The very fact that we come to 
our Heavenly Father in. prayer is an 
acknowledgement of our own impotence 
and a recognition of God’s almighty 
power. We would not in our own home, 
for example, sit down to a table loaded 
with good things and with tears in our 


’ eyes beg our earthly father to give us 


something to: eat.. And yet, on the other 
‘hand, there might easily be certain con- 
_ ditions with which we might have to 
comply before we could enjoy the food 
that our father had provided for us. Did 
you never have the experience, when you 
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were small, of being sent from the table 
to wash your face and hands? Or per- 
haps there had been a disagreement with 
some member of the family that needed 
to be straightened out before the whole 
family could.sit down to enjoy the meal 


together. Just so, in our relationship 
with our Heavenly Father, there are cer- 
tain conditions set forth in His Word 
that we must meet, if we would expect 
our prayers to be answered, and certain 
ways in which we must be brought into 
harmony with God’s will and purpose be- 
fore He can do for us what we desire. 
In this sense we may have a very real 
part in bringing about the answers to 
our own prayers. As our Scripture 
verses from Luke 11 show us, God is a 
loving Father who delights ‘to give us 
good gifts and much of our praying will 


be not so mueh changing God’s mind or. 


overcoming His reluctance, as-it will be 
a matter of being changed ourselves in 
such a way that God can grant our re- 
quests. 
se 
There is a definite order set down in 
the New Testament for Christian pray- 
ing and we shall do well to follow that 
order. Prayer is to be addressed to the 
Father (John 16:23; Matt. 6:6, 9). Our 
nequests are to be offered in the name of 
the Son (John 14:13, 14; 16:23). Our 
prayers are to be uttered in the power 
of the Holy Spirit (Eph. 6:18; Jude 20; 
Rom. 8:26, 27). 
: ye 


Prayer is the special privilege of born- 
again believers. Unbelievers may call 
upon God and be saved, but they have no 
claim upon Him to answer any other re- 
quest. God in His love and mercy may 
answer the request of an unsaved person, 
just as an earthly father may graciously 
grant the request of a neighbor’s child. 
But it is His own children who alone 


have any claim upon Him through the 


merits of His Som 

ve 

Unconfessed sin may prevent the an- 

swer to our prayers. “If I regard in- 
iquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear 
me” (Psa. 66:18. See also 1 Pet. 3:12 and 
Jas, 5:16). 

54 


John. 15:7 tells us that one of the con- 
ditions-of answered prayer is abiding in 
the Lord Jesus Christ. That includes 
fellowship which the Lord Jesus likens 
to that of the branch and the vine, a 


union that permits the life of the vine . 
*to flow through the branch and a 


the fruit. ; 

ye 
Believing is a very important condition 
for answered prayer (Matt. 21:22; Mark 
11:24; Jas. 1:6). It is not merely believ- 
ing that God can grant, our requests, but 
that He really will. Much of our expec- 
tancy is like that of the woman who 
asked the Lord to remove a hill in back 
of her home, and then went to her back 
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door and looked out and said, “Oh, I 
didn’t expect it to be moved, anyway.” 
’ 5 4 
Finally, but by no means of least im- - 
portance, is the condition of praying in 
accord with God’s will (1 John 5:14). 
Sometimes our prayers, as the Lord Jesus 
reminds us, cannot be answered because 
we pray amiss. When we are concerned 
first and foremost that God’s will be 
done, and our desires are voiced with 
that thought in mind, then we are in the 
place where God can do for us what He 
needs to do to answer our prayers. It 
may not be always exactly as we have 
asked, but the answer will come, and in 
His better way. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
we 


Can Revival Come to America? 
(Continued from second page) 


awakening in our land today. Shortly 
before the year 1800, Christianity had 
sunk to a very low ebb in the United 
States. Agnosticism, skepticism, and im- 
morality were raging and rampant. 
God’s children were alarmed lest Amer- 
ica should be destroyed by these and 
other evil influences. Almost in desper- 
ation they asked, “What can we do to 
stop this terrible tide of evil?” At last 
they decided to request Christians every- 
where to do two things: First, pray for a 
great outpouring of God’s Spirit; second, 
pray for the salvation of souls, Christian 
people entered heartily into this plan. 
They prayed fervently day by day and 
worked earnestly for the salvation of 
souls. 

, The result. was “the Great Awakening 
of 1800.” A mighty revival swept through 
the States and vast multitudes were 
saved. 

Again today, as in 1800, our country is 
on tha verge of spiritual disaster. Crime, 
corruption, greed, and Communism 
threaten the very life of our land. If 
hundreds of thousands of God’s children 
throughout the length and breadth of our 
land would enter into a covenant to pray 
daily, first for a mighty outpouring of 
the Spirit of God, and second, for the’ 
salvation of souls, we might well see 
another spiritual revival as great as, or 
perhaps even greater than, “the Great 
Awakening of 1800” which saved the 
spiritual life of our nation. 

A card has been printed for widespread 
distributipn among Christians of America. 
You can help to bring revival by sending 
for a large supply of these cards, and by 
having them given out in your church 
at the close of the morning service. The 
pastor, or one of the church leaders, 
might well bring a special message on 
2 Chronicles 7:14. At the close of the 
message, it is suggested that the pastor 
ask the ushers to come down to the front 
and distribute the cards to the congrega- 
tion. If this plan is not followed, only a 


: small portion of the people would prob- 
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ably receive the prayer cards. You can 
help in promoting revival by sending for 
a good supply of these cards to give to 
members of your church and Sunday 
school, and to send in letters to friends. 
It will be appreciated if you will send 
a gift to help in paying for the cards, 
and promoting revival in our land. Ad- 
dress Revival Prayer Crusade, Room 
1302, Schaff Bldg., 1505 Race St.,; Phila- 
delphia 2, Pa. 
we 


The Mysterious Mark of the Beast 


(Continued from page 597) 


yet has been able to tell what it is, and 
no one will until that fatal hour when 
this mark is in operation. Multitudes 
of teachers have made guesses bringing 
discredit upon prophetic truth. What 
this mark is, the Holy Spirit has not 
fully revealed. We can leave it with 
God who, in His infinite wisdom, states 
that it is a mystery. When the Beast 
is operating in Palestine and everything 
is in full. swing, the problem will be 
solved and the mystery will be plain. 

It will be a mark of imperfection. 
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Seven is the number of perfection. Six 
is the number of imperfection, the num- 
ber of labor (Gen. 1). These three sixes 
are the numerals of the Dragon, symbols 
that plainly confess the impotency of 
puny man. 

It will be the mark of Satan. God 
marks His own servants in chapter 7. 
He is always ahead of the Devil. Satan 
now imprints on all the human race his 
diabolical mark. This is the insignia of 
perdition, the brand of their consign- 
ment to the lake of fire (chap. 14:10, 11). 
Not one body marked by this satanic 
mark but will be doomed, damned, and 
bound for the fires of retribution which 
is the lake of fire, where, in conscious 
suffering forever and forever they shall 
reap the due reward of their deeds. 

It will be the mark of destiny. Heaven 
and its angel forces, will publicly warn 
every man of the terrible consequences 
incurred in receiving this mark of align- 
ment with this sworn and open enemy 
of Almighty God. Those who knowingly 
and defiantly receive the mark must 
perish in the lake of fire. To hear these 
solemn warnings from the highest 
Heaven and*then to go to the branding 
stations of the Antichrist is tod commit 
the sin of presumption, a sin which un- 
der law or under grace finds no forgive- 
ness in this world or the world to come 
(Heb. 10: 26-31). 

It will be a universal mark. No class 
will be exempt—no raee, no creed, no 
faith, no nation or land. It will embrace 
the whole of mankind. One universal 
mark for one unified world. The Bible 
begins with a marked man, and it fin- 
ishes with a world of marked men. 

How near are we to this fatal hour of 
this. world crisis? No human being can 
tell. The world is ready to receive with 
open arms the pretender to David's 
throne. The Jew is ready, Israel’s modern 
leaders have already announced their 
willingness to receive any man who will 
free the Holy Land of her enemies. 
Palestine will be ready when the hour 
has struck on the clock of God’s pro- 
phetic program. She is before the eyes 
of the whole world as never before. The 
political stage is fast being set. The 
religious world is ready. The social 
world is ready, degenerating more and 
more each day with its incoming tides 
of immorality, orgies of frightful inde- 
cencie¥, its breakdown of home life and 
disobedience to parents, its cheap mar- 
riages, and its easy divorces. 

We do not know how near this world 
tragedy may be, but great comfort is 
found in the Epistle which deals with 
this “man of sin” (2 Thess: 2). Before 
he can appear, this Epistle makes it clear 
that the Church must be raptured. The 
Hinderer—the blessed Holy Spirit—must 
be taken out of the way before the fall- 
ing away can blossom forth and con- 
summate in the appearance of the two 
archfiends, the two Beasts of Revelation 
13. The crises will come when the cove- 
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nant is broken and the Man of Sin, 
throwing off all his deceptions, dares to 
enthrone himself in the holy of holies 
and with open defiance of the sovereign 
Ruler of this universe. This act of the 
imposter will start rolling the wheels 
of the Great Tribulation, a period of 
three and a half years of unparalleled 
suffering and sorrow. This will be the 
“time of Jacob’s trouble,” the “abomina- 
tion of desolation” (Matt. 24:15). 


(To be continued) 
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-THE SUNDAY .SCHOOL. TIMES (Lesson for Aug. 1) July 17, 1954 


For Family Worship 
By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday Sthool Lesson Committee. 


July 26 to Augtst 1 
Mon.—Psalm 122. Joy in Worship. 


Prayer Succestions: “I was glad when 
they said unto me, Let us go into the 
house of the Lord.” Have you ever 
tasted the bliss of Heaven? Its sweet- 
ness surpasses every pleasurable thing 
of earth. Joy supernal and joy eternal 
is found only in God personal. The 
Psalmist puts it thus, “Then will I go 
unto the altar of God, unto God my 
exceeding joy” (43:4). You can spell 
your truest, abidimg happiness in three 
letters: G-O-D.. Do you really de- 
light in your Maker, Redeemer, and 
Friend? Have you “tasted” that the 
Lord is gracious? Pray for Hephzibah 
Heights, Monterey, Mass. 


Tues.—Matthew 15:1-11. Vain Worship. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “In vain they do 
worship me, teaching for doctrines the 
commandments of men.” They only 
worship God who worship Him in spirit 
and in truth according to the Word of 
God. There are many strange notions 
about worship abroad among Christians. 
Real worship consists in bowing down 
before God in adoring contemplation 
of Him, with gratitude for His mercies, 
and faith in’ His truth which endureth 
forever. Are you deeply aware of God? 
Do you rejoice in Him, and bend your 
knees before Him in adoration of His 
character and works? Pray for Frontier 
Ranch, Buena Vista, Colo. 


Wed.—Acts 17:10-15. 
A Scripture Fellowship. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “These were more 
noble than those in Thessalonica, in that 
they received the word with all readi- 
ness of mind, and searched the. scrip- 
tures daily, whether those things were 
so.” Bible-loving Christians are the 
deepest Christians, and their fellowship 
is the sweetest. Fellowship around the 
Word of GoddAs precious. If the Spirit 
who inspired the Word is in our hearts, 
we are sure to be bound together in 
bonds of bliss eternal. Do y@ know 
what it is to have your heart knit, to- 
gether in love to God and His Word? 
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Pray for Lake Sammamish Bible Camp, 
Seattle. 


Thurs.—Romans 12:3-8. 
One Body in Christ. 


PRAYER SvucGcesTions: “So we, being 
many, are one body in Christ, and every 
one members one of another.” Are you 
keen to recognize your brothers and 
sisters in Christ? Do you admit to your 
love all Christian believers whether they 
belong to your church group or not? 
Do you love sincerely all who love the 
Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity and truth? 
Do you keep the unity of the Spirit in 
the bond of peace? Many Christians 
fall out with other real Christians just 
because they can’t “fall in” with their 
particular group. Have you learned to 
know them that speak well of the Lord 
Jesus? Pray for the Montana Gospel 
Crusade, Billings, Mont, 


Fri—Acts 2:41-47. 
Early Christian Fellowship. 
PRAYER Succestions: “And they con- 
tinued stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine 
and fellowship, and in breaking of 
bread, and in prayers.” The first Chris- 
tians are patterns for present-day 
Christians. They were saved from that 
untoward generation, received the Word, 
and were baptized in the name of the 
Lord, and continued in the faith of 
Christ. They all loved the same Sav- 
iour, believed the same Gospel, wit- 
nessed a good confession, and are now 
enjoying the same blissful destiny of 
grace. Pray for Mount Hermon Asso- 
ciation, Mount Hermon, Calif. 


Sat.—1 Corinthians 1:4-9. 
Fellowship in Christ. 


PraYeR SuccEsTIons: “God is faithful, 
by whom ye were called into the fel- 
lowship of his Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord.” The bond that unites all true 
Christians together is Christ. In Him 
we are made one. All who have the 
Spirit of Christ confess Him before men 
as Lord, and will love all who love Him 
in truth. Call every man your brother 
who confesses Jesus Christ as Lord. 
Pray for Keewahdin Conference, Port 
Huron, Mich. 


Sun.—Hebrews 10:19-25. 
Fellowship in Worship. 
PRAYER SuGcEsTIONS: “Let fis draw 
near with a true heart in full assur- 
ance of faith, having our hearts 
sprinkled from an evil conscience, and 
our bodies washed with pure water.” 
We cannot give God the worship of 
the mind alone and please Him. The 
whole man must be engaged in giving 
glory to God. It will never do to 
serve God with the mind, and with 
the flesh serve the law of sin. True 
worshipers worship God in a spirit of 
absolute surrender. True adoration of 
God gives God body as well as soul 
in love, gratitude, and praise. Pray 
for Byron Bible Camp, Huron, S. Dak, 
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